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Ontologies in biology have proven successful in order to facilitate information access. So far,
however, the predominant view onto ontologies has been one where a centralized ontology
describes the information structure via which contents like research articles or information
about enzymes are made available. With Semantic Web standards like RDF and RDFS, the
centralized view is beginning to be abandoned. Syndication of information content and
information structure allows for new ways of exploiting decentralized information structuring
efforts. Systems like SEAL (SEmantic portAL) and TAP (tab.stanford.edu) proceed into this
direction.
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